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Vertere's DG-15
turntable. The best
just got better!
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EQUIPMENT REVIEW

Vertere DG-1 S turntable

Alan Sircom

e first Inakead at the Vartera
DG-1 turntable back in lssue
184. The review praised Verlara
for ils innovative approach,
combining elements of its more
up-market turntables with a flat
tenearm mads of a laminate

of materials. With a couple of minor oparafional ‘ouirks”
notwithstanding, the DG-1 set a standard for ‘sensibly’
priced twm-kay lumiables that remains hard 10 match 1oday,
Engineers are an ever-interested bunch, howewver, and in
manufacturing the DG-1 it became clear thal modiications
and improvemeants could be made 10 the onginal design.

All of which put Vertera on a path to create the DG-1 S,
Unfortunately, the changes preciude an upgrade path, but
while the DG-1 S is markediy better than its predecessor
the onginal DE-1 s more than competent in its cwn right,
and few would consider the move an upgrade,

That 'nat an upgrade’ position doesn't compietaly hold
water; if you conducted a side-by-side comparizon, you'd
choosa the DG-1 S in an eyebiink and choose it over the
DG-1 every time, bul | think most who have already imvested
in the DG-1 are looking beyvond simple replacement.
and with a Verlere lurnlable range that goes from the
“aspirationally’ 1o the "astronomicaly’ prced, Vertere might
have that next tumtable in line too,

Revision, revision, revision

To roll out that old clicha, the changes from DG-1 to

DG-1 S are more "evolution’ than ‘revclution’, These

minor operational ‘quirks’ mentioned above have been
painstakingly irened out; not in bold changes, but subtie
Improvements to a broad spread of the DG-1's construction
and design. Even to the point of ittle details like a slight
change in postion of the on/ofi'speed control button, so it

hasg further distance betwesn that and the round belt, »
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The original’s three-layer aluminium/polymer sandwich has been
further stiffened and improved by the use of five polymer layers.

The signature aspect of the DG-1 receives a heavy share
of upgrades, though. That “Groove Runner’ fiat amn wasn't
just for show: it helps push resonances out of band that a
conventional arm-tube just has (o live with, but the crginal's
three-layer aluminism/polymer sandwich has baen further
stiffened and improved by the use of five polymer layers.
This not only further reduces resonance. but prevents
accidental deformation of the arm,

Mearwhiz, the bearing now sports an adjustable Keviar
vertical bearing alongside the Nylon of the horizonal. In
talking about five layers of flat polymer and Nylon/Keviar
bearing systems — not forgetting the ribbon flexible PCB as
signal wires runz in betwean the two potymer armm beam
layars, it's pretly clear that we are definitely not in Kansas
anymore, Tolo!

Thi counterweight is undarsiung with two secondary
weights, making the counterweight more ‘intalligant” than
mast. Setting the countenseight downforee is slightly more
complex than most as it requires the uss of a (supplied)
shylus gauge, but it's easy 1o use and fully explained in the
manual. This also alows for azimuth adpustment,

A lot of the alignment for the Vertere DG-1 S can be
done for you, and the lumitable can be specified with tha
Magneto moving magnet cartridge as standard, although

it can be suppled with a Sabre moving magnet cartridge
design or without any cartridge at all. There are also several
upgrades to the DG-1 5 that can boost performance,

but we Imited our upgrade path 1o the Challenger power
supply, some Redline cables, and the Phana 1 Micll L
phono stage (itself an update and worthy of a revisit review
in its own right in a fater issue). While the upgrades can
quickly rack up a pretty penny, most keep their feat (make
that ‘oplicnal support pods’} on the ground. No-one’s
recommending an eleventy-thousand peund phono cable
replacement for a three and a half thousand point turntable
here. Even though the DG-1 5 would be surprigingly kely to
be able to take such an upgrade,

The turntable itself

A et of the charges to the G- 5 are under the surlace

of the tumtabie itsalf. The molor contrel software, for
example, has been re-written to help improve smocthness
and reduce rumble, as well as being more accepting of
that Challengar power supply. The bearing Is of a far higher
tolerance than before, The means whareby acryiic joins
hands with acrylic on the chassis has been improved, too.
And finally, the feat are at once adjustable and more able 1o
sit on Vertera's own IsoPaw pods,
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If the DG-1 S can tease out the lyrics from post bike-
crash Bob Dylan with ease, it's doing a lot right.

I'm trying not to make a get-out clause here, but almost
averything else remains unchanged from the original as
tested in Issue 184, so there's no need to rehash things.
Cur criginal sample arrived belore Vertere had picked cut a
natty line in cartridges, however, so the Magneto {essentially
a Audio Technica AT-VMS20EB moving magnet cartridge
wearing a different Vertere-coloured coat) wasn't part of
the review. But, MM is very clearly the way to go with the
DG-1 5 and | felt ittle need to strip that Magneto off to ump
up a few notches, Maybe that’s a long-term goal for DG-1 5
listeners. Upgrading cartridges is made a lttle aasier by
handy guidelines on the arm itsall,

Fair and balanced

What | liked about this turmtable as a complele package is

it doesn’t make things difficult for the listener, IS the sort

of umtable that could happily drop into a starter systerm or
grace one where every single component costs twice as
much as the turntaible. Why it does this is simple; it's got the
ideal balance of ‘head' and ‘heart’. Often tumtables fall into
one of two categones, extrermely detailed (and a bit sterila
sounding) or great fun (but a little inaccurate). i's almost

as if the reaction 1o the presence of digital audio was an
over-gmphasis of vinyl's innate charactenstics, or ower-
compeansation 1o make them scund almost coldly preciss,
The better tumtables at any prica tend toward a dynamic
balance between these two characterstics, and the DG-1 8
just does this a lot better than most. Not simply ‘at its price
point’ too.

A fine example of this is to play a copy of Ned Young's
After The Gold Aush [Reprisa] and play "Only Love Can
Break Your Heart'. You need the detail and precision to
make sure it doasn’t sound like Kermit the Frog singing,
but you also need the warmth and musicality 1o ensure you
hear the intent and passion behind the song. It's a tightrope
walk, and one the DG-1 5 gets wholly right. The clarity of
the vocal, the weight of the instrumeants behind that voice
and the pain that went into the music all shine through.

After that, the rest just falls into place really well. Staying
with Mesl Woung, the bounce of "Southermn Man' shows just
how good the DG-1 S is at handling the rinthmic elements
of a track, And playing both tracks shows just how
captivating the DG-1 5 can be, as you feel no buming desire
to track hop, and every time you change a record, you want
te play a record. Right the way through.

More and more records wers offered up to the DG S
and each of them sounded great. This wasn't some endless

revelatory experience; not every album sounded new and
Ike the first time | heard it. But every aloum sounded how

I felt it should sound, in all the fght ways, And I've heard a
number of significanty more expensive turmtables that fail to
make that grade,

What | found on my listening notes was a comglete
abaence of kistening notes! Nothing about soundstaging or
dynamics, vocal articulation or detail... affectively all of those
important elaments of sonic performance are folded into
the sound, They aren't ignored and in fact are all very good.
Dynamics and vocal articulation in particular are excallent,
with gaod projection of both mala and femala vocalists;
staying with adenoidal singers, if the DG S can tease out
the lyncs from post bke-crash Bob Dylan with ease, it's
doing a lot right!

Just one more thing

Toward the end of the listening session, | added the
Challenger powser supply upgrade. This littke DC power
supply (oest used with a Redline power cord) is claimed to
reduce mator noisa, but that's already pretly low, However,
it does give the turntable seemingly more accurate speed
control and better 'space’ between the notes, especially
bass nates. Whether from the outsed or as a Christrmas
prasent o your turmtable at a later date, it's a great addition
to the DG-1 5 parformance.,

The Vertere DG-1 S i an excellent performer, both at its
price and in absolute tarms. This is whal you upgrade 1o
from yaur Hega or ProJect, and it will keap you in viry! until
yau are prepared to spend really big. Excellent! 4

Technical specifications

Typa Balt-drive record plagar with fixed axis bearing tonsarm
and maoving magnet cartridge

Maotor 24pole synchronous AG motor with acetal spindle threst
bexaring, axially cecoupled

Speeds 33.3 and 45 rpm, electronicaly changed and adjusted
Tonearmn Flat, multilayer polymer arm

Powar supply optional upgrade

Finish Black and white gloss

Dimensions (H=W=D] 13 = 47 x 38cm

Weight 8.3kg

Price £3,550 including Magneato cartridge]

Manufacturer Verere Acoustics
@ wwwovertereacoustics.com % +44(0i203 176 4888



